Lest We Forget!
Celebrating 100 issues of The Beacon and 25 years of process safety collaboration through CCPS.
The Beacon is usually available in Afrikaans, Arabic, Chinese, Danish, Dutch, English, French, German, Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Malay, Marathi, Norwegian, Persian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Tamil, Thai, Telugu, Turkish, Urdu, and Vietnamese.
• Ask senior workers about incidents of the past. They do not have to be serious explosions, but could be process upsets that nearly caused an incident, or process failures that caused a major quality or operational problem.
• Document the incidents of the past in a form where they can be easily revisited.
• Share these lessons with new people in your plant, from the plant janitor to the plant manager, so they all can learn from them.
• Use the log of past events during Process Hazard Analyses and other hazard reviews to remind everybody of what can happen.
• Read and share the Beacon to understand incidents that have occurred somewhere else, and what you need to do to make sure they don't happen to you!
• The process industries throughout the world form a common culture, defined by the kinds of industrial plants that we operate, and the hazards of the materials and processes that we use. This culture crosses national boundaries, and there are dates in our history which we must never forget. Two of those were remembered in the November and December 2009 Beacons -November 19, 1984 (Mexico City LPG terminal fire and explosion) and December 3, 1984 (Bhopal, India toxic gas release).
• "Man seems to insist on ignoring the lessons available from history." -Norman Borlaug, American botanist and 1970 Nobel Peace Prize recipient for contributions to the world food supply • "We live in the present, we dream of the future, but we learn eternal truths from the past." -Madame Chiang Kai-Shek
